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3.15   Barn owls
3.15.1. Survey brief

Barn owls are on RSPB’s Amber List of Conservation Concern. Dr Barrie Watson (President of SOS) monitors the barn owls on the Knepp Castle Estate annually, and holds an English Nature licence permitting him to count and ring chicks.   He has kindly agreed to make available the results for 2005, but has requested that the precise locations should be kept Confidential.  

3.15.2. Methodology

Barn owl nest boxes are positioned in three sites on the Knepp Estate – Barn A on the north side of the A272 and Barns B and C in the southern part of the Estate.  These were inspected on 30th May 2005.  Barn A was also inspected on 25th July and again on 21st August.  

3.15.3.Results

Barn A – On 30th May and adult female barn owl was present but there were broken eggshells in the nest box, indicating predation by perhaps a crow or magpie. On 25th July there were about four tiny chicks that were not disturbed and B.Watson left the barn immediately. On 21st August there were three chicks that were then ringed.

Barn B – On 30th May and adult female and six chicks with an age range of 16-29 days were found.  The chicks were ringed.  The adult female had been ringed as a chick just south of Partridge Green in July 2003.

Barn C – no barn owls have nested in this barn to date, although a barn owl was observed roosting here in 13th January 2005.

3.15.4. Discussion

Breeding barn owls regularly use Barns A and B. Barn owls feed largely on small mammals such as voles, mice and shrews, but will also take a range of other prey items including insects and amphibians.  Their continued success on the Knepp Estate will depend on both the retention of their traditional, undisturbed nest sites and also on prey availability. The near-natural grazing regime, with such a large area of land taken out of intensive arable production, should result in increased prey abundance for barn owls. The barn owls on the Estate are not used to disturbance, so any increase in use of the barns in which they breed would have a negative impact. 
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