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3.20  Other small mammals survey.
3.20.1  Survey brief 

This survey was carried out by Fran Southgate (Sussex Otters and Rivers Project Officer) and Yohanna Regis (Student, Brighton University). Its purpose was to provide preliminary information on small mammals (voles, shrews and mice) within the constraints of the available resources.

3.20.2  Methodology

Three areas of Knepp Estate were selected for survey (Areas A, B and C, Map 11) and within each area, as far as possible, four habitats were identified in which to place traps – grassland, woodland, hedge and wetland. Ten live traps were set and baited with seeds and castors at these sites, which are shown on Map 11.  These were checked twice a day between 15th and 27th August 2005. Captured animals were weighed and measured, and their age and sex recorded. 

3.20.3 Results

A total of seven species was recorded, and these results are summarised in Table 3.20.a. Full details of all the animals captured, including their sex, breeding status, age and weight are shown in Appendix VIII.

     Table 3.20.a. Summary of small mammal captures

	Area
	Habitat
	Species
	Number

	A.
	Grassland
	Wood mouse
	2

	
	Hedgerow
	Bank vole 
	2

	
	
	Field vole
	3

	
	
	Wood mouse
	5

	
	Woodland
	Bank vole
	5

	
	Wetland
	Common shrew
	1

	
	
	Bank vole
	1

	
	
	Field vole
	3

	
	
	Wood mouse
	4

	B.
	Grassland
	No data available
	

	
	Hedge
	No data available
	

	
	Wetland
	No data available
	

	C.
	Grassland
	Bank vole
	2

	
	
	Wood mouse
	3

	
	Hedgerow
	Common shrew
	2

	
	
	Bank vole
	7

	
	
	Wood mouse
	8

	
	Woodland
	Pygmy shrew
	1

	
	
	Common shrew
	1

	
	
	Bank vole
	4

	
	
	Wood mouse
	16

	
	Wetland
	Water shrew
	1

	
	
	Common shrew
	4

	
	
	Bank vole
	7

	
	
	Field vole
	4

	
	
	Yellow necked mouse
	1

	
	
	Wood mouse
	3


3.20.4   Discussion

This is a fair start to the monitoring of small mammal populations and it will be interesting to observe the effects of near-natural grazing on voles, shrews and mice.  The occurrence of only one yellow-necked mouse from a trap set in wetland is interesting; this species is generally less common than wood mouse, and typically found in the dryer habitat of open woodlands.
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